
 

 

 

Cabinet 
3 November 2020 

Report of: Councillor Robert Reid 

  Cabinet Member for Housing and 
Planning 

           

 

Statement of Community Involvement 

To seek Cabinet’s approval to consult on a revised Statement of Community Involvement which 
sets out how the Council will undertake consultation on planning matters and to agree to the 
temporary use of the revised Statement of Community Involvement pending the consultation, in 
the light of Covid-19 restrictions.  
 

 

Report Author 

Roger Ranson, Head of Planning Policy  

Tel:  01476 406438 

Email:  r.ranson@southkesteven.gov.uk 

 

Corporate Priority: Decision type: Wards: 

Growth Key All Wards 

 

Reviewed by: Jessica Dewar, Interim Principal Planning Policy 
Officer  

15 October 2020 

Approved by: Ken Lyon, Assistant Chief Executive, Housing 
Delivery 

16 October 2020 

Signed off by: Councillor Robert Reid, Cabinet Member for Housing 
and Planning 

23 October 2020 

 

Recommendation (s) to the decision maker (s) 

1. That Cabinet approves the revised Statement of Community Involvement, as set out 
in Appendix 1, for public consultation. 

2. That Cabinet temporarily adopts the Statement of Community Involvement in 
advance of the outcome of public consultation on this to enable public engagement 
on planning matters in the light of current Covid-19 restrictions. 

http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/mgMemberIndex.aspx?bcr=1
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Meeting%20agenda%20@southkesteven
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/mgWhatsNew.aspx?bcr=1
http://facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/mgWhatsNew.aspx?bcr=1


 

 
 

1 The Background to the Report 

1.1 This report requests that Cabinet consider a revised Statement of Community Involvement 

(SCI) in order to enable a more flexible approach to consultation on planning matters, partly 

in the light of the continued situation regarding the Covid-19 pandemic but with a focus on 

encouraging digital and electronic forms of communication.   This is set out in Appendix 1 

to this report.   In addition, Cabinet is requested to temporarily agree to the use of the revised 

Statement of Community Involvement pending the consultation, in the light of Covid-19 

restrictions.  

1.2 The requirement to prepare a Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) is set out in the 

Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2014.  The SCI is the document which provides the 

framework for the public, organisations and other interested parties to be involved and 

engaged in the preparation of new development plan documents and in the process of 

determining planning applications. 

1.3 The SCI was last reviewed and approved by Cabinet in March 2019, following consultation.  

Due to ongoing restrictions as a result of Covid-19, the opportunity has been taken to revise 

the SCI in order to set out minimum standards for consultation, particularly regarding 

development plan documents.  This will enable the Council to continue to progress key 

planning matters where restrictions may place limitations on consultation, for example by 

not being able to undertake face-to-face or public meetings.  Where possible, it is still 

intended to go beyond the minimum set out in the revised SCI, provided the means of 

consultation fall within Government guidelines. 

1.4 The key element of change to the SCI from that approved in March 2019 relates to the public 

viewing of development plan documents in Council Offices and other locations. The revised 

SCI proposes that documents will be made available for public viewing at the council’s 

principal office location in Grantham as a minimum requirement, although this may require 

appointments to be made or could be temporarily suspended if Covid-19 restrictions are in 

place.     

1.5 The revised SCI is in line with current Government guidance which was amended in May 

2020 as a response to Covid-19, which states:  

Statement of Community Involvement 

Should the Statement of Community Involvement be reviewed and updated in 

response to the coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic? 

Where any of the policies in the Statement of Community Involvement cannot be complied 

with due to current guidance to help combat the spread of coronavirus (Covid-19), the local 

planning authority is encouraged to undertake an immediate review and update the policies 

where necessary so that plan-making can continue. 
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How can a Statement of Community Involvement be reviewed and updated to comply 

with COVID-19 guidance? 

Local planning authorities will need to assess their Statements of Community Involvement 

to identify which policies are inconsistent with current guidance on staying at home and 



 

 
 

away from others or any superseding guidance. This could include, for example, holding 

face-to-face community consultation events or providing physical documents for inspection. 

The local planning authority should then make any temporary amendments that are 

necessary to allow plan-making to progress, and that continue to promote effective 

community engagement by means which are reasonably practicable. Local planning 

authorities are strongly encouraged to use online engagement methods to their full potential. 

Appropriate methods include virtual exhibitions, digital consultations, video conferencing, 

social media and providing documents for inspection on a public website. Authorities will 

also need to take reasonable steps to ensure sections of the community that don’t have 

internet access are involved and consider alternative and creative ways to achieve this. 

Authorities may wish to consider engaging sections of the community, that do not have 

internet access, through representative groups rather than directly, targeting only people in 

areas most affected by proposals, and allowing individuals to nominate an advocate to share 

views on their behalf. Consulting by telephone or in writing can also be used where this is 

feasible and alternatives can’t be identified. Opportunities to combine public consultations 

can be explored so that offline methods can be made more cost effective. 

There is no requirement in legislation for local planning authorities to consult when reviewing 

and updating their Statement of Community Involvement, although it is good practice for 

authorities to inform the public of their intentions to update this document and of the changes 

that have been made. It is also good practice to make clear that the changes are only 

temporary whilst restrictions relating to Covid-19 are in place. However, where a local 

planning authority has made a pledge in their Statement of Community Involvement to 

consult on any changes, they may wish to take independent legal advice on how best to 

proceed. 
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2 Consultation and Feedback Received, Including Overview and Scrutiny 

2.1 As stated in the Government guidance above, whilst there is no requirement in legislation 

for the Council to consult when reviewing and updating the SCI, it is good practice to do so 

if possible.  Cabinet is therefore requested to approve the revised SCI for the purposes of 

public consultation.   

3 Available Options Considered 

3.1 To undertake public consultation on the revised SCI. This option provides the Council 

an opportunity to seek views prior to adopting the SCI. 

3.2 To adopt the revised daft SCI without undertaking consultation. Whilst there is no 

requirement in legislation to consult on this, it is good practice to do so.  However, due to 

current restrictions arising from Covid-19, Cabinet is requested to agree to the temporary 

use of the revised Statement of Community Involvement pending the consultation.  This will 

enable consultation to be undertaken on the Design Supplementary Planning Document 

which is the subject of a separate report on this agenda. 

3.3 Not to revise the SCI.  Due to Covid-19, there may be a limit on the Council’s ability to 

meet the current requirements for public engagement on planning matters as set out in the 

current SCI.  Whilst it has been possible to date to work within the context set by the current 

approved SCI, the revised SCI provides greater flexibility, particularly for consultation on 



 

 
 

Supplementary Planning Documents and for future stages in the preparation of the Local 

Plan Review by establishing minimum requirements. 

4 Preferred Option 

4.1 To undertake the public consultation on the revised SCI and temporarily adopt this pending 

the completion of consultation for the reasons outlined above.     

5 Reasons for the Recommendation (s) 

5.1 The Government has highlighted that the planning system has a vital role to play in enabling 

the delivery of housing and economic growth that will support the UK’s economic recovery. 

It is important that the system continues to operate effectively, ensuring that all those 

involved, including local authorities, the Planning Inspectorate, developers, statutory 

consultees, local communities and others can engage in the process while adhering to the 

Government’s guidance on social distancing.  

5.2 There is a requirement on Local Planning Authorities and the Planning Inspectorate to drive 

the planning process forward and to ensure that it continues to operate effectively to support 

economic recovery.  The Government has highlighted that moving to digital events and 

processes will be critical.            

5.3 Taking account of this, there is a strong imperative for the Council to respond to the 

consequences of the unprecedented situation we currently face in terms of the economic 

resilience of the District and the need to support the recovery of the local economy.  One of 

the key measures that the Council can take to support this objective is to maintain progress 

with the Local Plan Review and other development plan documents in order to provide 

greater certainty and confidence for future investment and development in South Kesteven. 

5.4 Revisions have therefore been made to the current SCI in order to provide the flexibility for 

the Local Plan Review and other development plan documents to be prepared in the likely 

continuation of restrictions due to Covid-19. 

6 Next Steps – Communication and Implementation of the Decision 

6.1 The Council will undertake public consultation on the revised Statement of Community 

Involvement.  This will be undertaken by direct mail to all on the planning policy database 

alongside publishing this on the Council’s website. Following the consultation, the 

comments received will be assessed and a consultation report will be brought back to 

Cabinet together with any recommended revisions to the document.   

6.2 Whist the consultation is underway, Cabinet is asked to approve the temporary use of the 

revised Statement of Community Involvement pending the consultation, in the light of Covid-

19 restrictions. This will enable consultation on the proposed Design Guide, which is the 

subject of a separate report to this Cabinet meeting, to be undertaken.  

7 Financial Implications  

7.1 There are no direct significant financial implications arising from this report.  Any costs 

related to the activities set out will be funded from existing budgets. 

Financial Implications reviewed by: Richard Wyles, Interim Director of Finance 

 

 



 

 
 

8 Legal and Governance Implications  

8.1 There is no requirement in legislation for consultation on revisions to the Statement of 

Community Involvement. The Council must comply with any commitment made in its 

adopted SCI. The involvement of the public in preparing development plan documents and 

in considering planning applications must follow the approach set out in the SCI. As the local 

planning authority, the Council can determine when to review its SCI.  

             Legal Implications reviewed by: Mandy Braithwaite, Legal Executive 

9 Equality and Safeguarding Implications  

9.1 In encouraging digital and electronic means of communication through consultation on 

planning matters, it will be especially important to ensure that those without access to the 

internet are not sufficiently disadvantaged. This will be considered on a case by case basis 

in planning for future consultations on planning matters.   

10 Risk and Mitigation 

10.1 There are no significant risks identified at this stage. 

11 Community Safety Implications  

11.1 There are no direct community safety implications arising from this report. 

12 How will the recommendations support South Kesteven District 

Council’s declaration of a climate emergency? 

12.1 There are no direct implications on climate change arising from this report.  

13 Background Papers 

13.1 None. 

14 Appendices 

14.1 Appendix 1: Revised Statement of Community Involvement.  

 

Report Timeline:  Date of Publication on Forward Plan (if 
required) 

7 August 2020 

Previously Considered by: Cabinet 12 March 2019 

Final Decision date   3 November 2020 

 


